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REPORTS FROM LETITIA WILLINS

|NTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES FROM NORFOLK
A school ion Africa — the School for Peace in the pemocratic Republic of Conga — has celebrated its
20* anniversary.It opened in 2005 With just 8 clagrgoms. It now has 1200 pupils aged 3-19. Itis run
by a Congolese Religious Community bUt was funqeg and isstill supported by churches in Beccles
and the wider community. It provides education yhin 3 very poor community and the young
acople would be on the streets without this schog) and is failties.

Thirty years ago a Norfolk teacher, Lynne Symonds, started the Wulugu project in Northern Ghana.it
has raised more than £1 million used to educate generations of boys and girls. It has built schools

and hospitals and sunk bore holes.t is supported by individual groups, Churches, Rotory Clubs and
other prganisations. For her work Lynne was made 3 tribal chief of the Mamprusi Tribe.

When the Downham Montessori school closed in 2025 100 school uniforms and sports Kits were

sent to the Bantuba Project in Gambia , West Africa. Downham Market Rotory and Cambridge
Sawston Rotary liaised to ensure its transportation.

Ruth Hadman studied Botony at King's College London for her first degree and took her PhD after

the war. She and her doctor husband moved to Kenya and she worked in the local schools as 2
teacher. There were no Science text books related to a tropical environment, so she wrote her own —
Biology for East Africa. It s still in use today. Later the family returned to England and Ruth taught
Science in Norfolk schools and at City College. She died in 2025.

The United Nations estimates that half the world’s population , including 1 billion children,live in
poverty (on less than 2 dollars per day) and 8 million of those live in extreme poverty. The
Associated Countrywomen of the World (ACWW) bring together rural women and their
organisations all over the world to address the challenges they face: isolation, discrimination and
lack of standing in the political processes. ACWW approaches the problem in 2 ways:

A empowering women to take their place in decision making
Promoting awareness of the rights of women
Sharing knowledge
Providing access to a network of supportive women.

B engaging with the UN processes that hold governments to account when they fail rural
Women.
While focused on women the initiatives pasitively affect the whole community.

LOCAL ACTIVITIES

lntzl::mevs and those in local industries work hard to educate the local population about the
wlnmﬂnmm of i_nme grown food.Last year Tim Papworth who farms near North Walsham
NFU Community Farming Hero for his work to educate and inspire the younger
|

" :




image2.tmp
rm tours. He informs them of potential

ration. He gives talks in schools and takes n fa q
gene hildren Of 4 farmer, he produces something on

career paths in the farming industry. He shows they, pow, 25
his farm for every meal.

At the RNA Showground the new Food Hall does . the same job for adults who come to see/buy
its range of goods. The display round the walls enco, rges everyone to understand the importance

of home grown and locally sourced products.

CHARITIES
and telephone advice and guidance. It

Education Support — this Charity now only offers conselling:
no longer offers Grants. This s a retrograde step as (e old TBF (Teachers Benevolent Fund) from
which it grew, provided grants for teachers of all ages and StageS of their careers lncludv!‘\g into
retirement. It also supported their dependents even, after the death of the teacher. Luckily the NEU
has a Trust Fund and it does give grants. However, ye need to support it both ondividually and

through our Branch.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE BRIGHTON APRIL 2026

Ed Harlow, National President gave an excellent apeech at the start of Conference. Hen chaied the
seesions with calm and precision, altho’ he was tiring towards the end of the week. Like all
Presidents, he attended the lunchtime meetings and spoke to the attendees at each. He will be a
good ambassador for the NEU both at home and abroad during his presidential year.

During the 4 dys of Conference we discussed and passed motions in every section of the agenda,
even if it was somewhat of a gallop towards the end. We dealt with 3 Urgent Motions — 1 On the
Government White Paper on Education. “ — No to Trump and Netanyaho and War. 3 — Fight
censorship and defend Librarians. All 3 were passed, Two members of our delegation from Norfolk
spoke — Amy on the Motion to do with Women'’s Rights and Sue Paice on the need to support
Supply teachers. The discussions around the various motions was not only detailed and enlightening,
but sometimes impassione. It is also noticeable now that there is a good cross section of those in

education attending Conference.

The Exhibition was useful providing information on a range of educationl topics. These ranged from
the Education Museum initiative to various charities such as our own Trust Fund and Save the

Children.

During the lunch break and after Conference there are various Fringe meetings to attend. On
Monday as International Officer for Norfolk, | attended the Global Education Unions meeting.
Speakers from the Ukraine, the Middle East, Cuba and Nicaragua all spoke of the strength and
support given through Union solidarity. Sometimes the support is physical, goods and personnel,
other times it is knowing that within the globa] Trade Union movement vocal support is being given.
On Tuesday | attended Stop School Cuts showing the need for investment because of crumbling
s;hool buildings, scarce resources, staff shortages and increasing workloads. Children are being
;;;;::;a:::: ;?;t::;iize'::eafu(ure of our country (On Wednesday | attended Curriculum Makers
nd 95Sessment reyiey and the need for teacher autonomy within
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the classroom. What to teach and how to teach, iy, s meeting show cased the Curriculum
Assessment reports: 1 ADelg for a Different g, 7 Are You on Slide 8 Yet? 3 Curlculum Audit
Tool 4 Thinking Beyond the Box. | have copiogs oy |4 and can lend if requested. Two other
important documents that | obtained at Conferepc,, gre : Sco0l Funding Report and SEND Funding

Report. Can also be borrowed.
Save the Children Fund ( SCF) had a stand at Confe,ence. Their project Raising Hope for Children in
Crisis is supported by NEU. Its aim is to provide ap omergency fund that will enable SCF to respond
immediately to provide supplort and a safe place 1o, children for play, friendship and learning.
Rohingya Children have suffered historical discrimination and systematic denial of education in
Myanmar. Many have fled to refugee camps in Bangladesh. Education protects children from
exploitation, early marriage andchild labour. The Ropingya Centre UK (RCUK) delivers education via
the Rohingya Education System (RES). This is a community led approach designed and implemented
by Rohingya educators. Again, this is supported by NEU.

During the Summer vacation there will be the Nicargua Language Teachers Exchange, for those who
speak/teach Spanish

In October there will be another delegation to Cuba,




