
Teachers and support 
staff have been working 
hard in the last ten 
weeks to support 
children and families, 
whether they have been 
in school or at home. 

We all want to see 
your children back in 
school and are looking 
forward to the day 
when our school 
communities can be 
together again. 

BUT for that to 
happen we must know 
that it is safe for 
children and staff – 
safety must come first 
for all of us. 

The government 
wants schools to begin 
reopening for children 
in Nursery, Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 6 from 
Monday June 1st – we 
believe this is too 
soon and that it is not 
safe to do this. 

Top scientists in the 
Independent Scientific 
Advisory Group 
(SAGE) agree with us 
and say that June 1st is 
unsafe. 

One of their key 
reasons is that the 
Government doesn’t 
yet have “contact 
tracing” working – this 
is a robust system to 
identify all the contacts 
an infected person has 
had, so that they can be 
told to isolate and be 
checked for coronavirus.  

The Government may 
have that running by 
June 15th and that 
risks would have 
halved by then. 

So, by June 15th it is 
likely that the number 
of cases will be much 
lower and low enough 
for a system of testing, 
tracing and isolation to 
be in place; this would 
be safer for pupils and 
families, staff and the 
wider community. 

The NEU has set five 
tests for the Government 
which we think must  
be met before schools 
should open for more 
children, these are: 
1. Much lower case 
numbers, so that 
contact tracing can 
work 
2. A plan for social 
distancing in schools 
3. A comprehensive 
system of virus testing 
in schools  
4. A strategy for 
dealing with any 
outbreaks in a school 
5. Continued 
protection for people, 
including staff who are 
vulnerable or at risk. 
l Top scientists and 
hundreds of MPs agree 
with our tests. 

l Local councils agree 
with us and are not 
setting a date for wider 
reopening  
l Our tests can be met 
but they have not been 
met yet. 
l We believe they 
might be met by June 
15th. 

Your children 
should be in school, 
but we must get it 
right and they must 
be safe.  

We believe very 
strongly that June 1st 
is too soon and we  
are asking the 
Government to work 
with trade unions to 
establish a plan that 
we can all agree.  

If you agree with us 
please write to your 
MP: https://neu.org. 
uk/write-your-mp

Dear parent 
or carer, 

Our five tests
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A message to parents and carers

Open schools  
when it is safe  
1st June is too soon
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